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July 25, 2007

  
        WASHINGTON, D.C.  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $275,000 for the Barrington Stage Company (BSC).

  Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Transportation and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 24.

  Olver is the Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and HUD and worked in that role to secure the funding from HUD.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "Barrington Stage Company's presence in Pittsfield is a real asset to the City and fits well into the overall economic revitalization that is happening here," Congressman John Olver said.  "The Theatre is doing exciting, innovative work, and this funding will help BSC continue to develop productions that will bring people to Pittsfield for years to come."

   In 2005, BSC purchased a vintage 500-seat Vaudeville theatre, the Berkshire Music Hall at 30 Union Street in Pittsfield, and began the process of relocating to the downtown.  The company completed its move and opened the partially renovated theatre in August of 2006.  The first full season began in June 2007 with the sold-out production of West Side Story, which attracted 16,000 patrons to downtown Pittsfield.  "We are thrilled that Congressman Olver supports our commitment to bringing year-round theatre to downtown Pittsfield," said Julianne Boyd, Artistic Director of Barrington Stage.

   The move was a part of a $6.13 million project.  This federal funding will go towards completing the renovation of the Berkshire Music Hall, to be used as the theatre's new Mainstage home.

  Barrington Stage Company is a not-for-profit professional theatre company in the Berkshires.  Founded in 1995, BSC's missions is three-fold: to produce top-notch, compelling work; to develop new plays and musicals; and to find fresh, bold ways of bringing new audiences into the theatre.

 ###  For additional information: Julianne Boyd, BSC, at 413-499-5446, x102. 
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